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����� ��� ������������
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���� ����Ý�� �¾� ��À�� �
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�������¾�����µ��������- Portable Air Monitor cont’d on page 5.   

¾���� �� ��� ���� � ���� �µ������ �����Ó� ����
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¾���ä�� µ�Ø� �µ�� ������ ���� ��� ������� ���ß��
��� ���� É�À��Ì� Ù��� �� �� ��� &�À������ Û�
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��� ���� É�À��Ì� °��� ����� ÞÕÙ� ���������
����� ���ß� µ�� ���Ó� ���� �¾� ������ ���À�����
��� ������ ��� �� �� µ�������� ��� ����������
������������������������À������������������
µ��� ������������ ������ ��� ������ �� �� µ���-
���������������¾�������Ì�

°�� ¾µ������ ��µ��Ó� ���� �������� ����
�µ������ �� µ��������� ��� °����� àâ�� ����
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Portable Air Monitor cont’d from pg 3.

been issued.  NAVSEA is investigating
the overall Table 4-1 and 4-2 require-
ments for future updating to meet current 
needs and requirements.
      H a v i n g  c o v e r e d  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d
to fielding the PAM here is the current
situation. NAVSEA owns 25 PAM sets.
A set consists of a PAM, a reducer kit
(reducer, HP whip, SCUBA, FADS III, 
LWDS, CGA 580 connections and tub-
ing for connecting to the PAM), Calgas
and PAM instructions.  The 25 sets are
being held at the ESSM Base in Virginia
and are being issued to a preapproved list
of commands that NAVSEA feels will
gain the most from the PAM. ACN-6A
(Diving Advisory 08-18) to Revision 6
to the U.S. Navy Dive Manual authoriz-
es the use of the PAM for approving any
source of Divers’compressed air, 00C3

letter, Ser 00C3FN/3017 dated 6 March
2009 temporarily restricts the use of the 
PAM to those occasions when a dive unit
cannot utilize the air sampling program
(i.e.they would normally be forced to re-
quest a waiver from NAVSEA in order
to dive).
      NAVSEA wants to l if t  the restric-
t ion on the use of the PAM as soon as
pract icable .   To this  end NSWC have
been asked to investigate the availabil-
ity of, or if necessary develop, a portable
filter which could be used in conjunc-
tion with the PAM to remove oil  mist
and particulates.  We are also looking for
any other  COTS solut ions that  would
allow us to test for those contaminants
not currently detected by the PAM with-
out significantly increasing the overall
foot print .   The second part  of a two-
pronged approach is to review the cur-

rent compressed air breathing require-
ments to see if any of the requirements
in the current tables can safely be re-
moved or updated in l ight of advance-
ments  in  dive equipment  and general
safety.
      In  summary the PAM is  out  there
and is already heloing the fleet.  It has
been used in the Gulf and is currently
being used on various operations across 
the globe.  We have asked those units in
receipt of a NAVSEA PAM to provide
feedback to 00C on the monitor.  Initial
indications are that it works extremely
well and will prove to be a rugged and 
valuable addition to any dive locker’s in-
ventory.

LCDR Jim Pearson is a Royal Navy Exchange
Offi cer working for Diving Programs at NAV-
SEA 00C and is the Program Manager for Con-
taminated Water Diving.


